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UPCOMING EVENTS
We are proud to announce a suite of major events in the coming months, which express
the strength and vitality of the Toi Māori whānui. These events involve many months of
dedicated hard work by Toi Māori artists as part of long-term strategies to ensure the
wellbeing and perpetuity of taonga Māori.

Ngā Pou Kaituhi Māori and Te Hā represent a diverse community of Māori writers
working in te reo and English languages and multiple publishing mediums. The
biennial National Writer’s Hui showcases, honours and celebrates our diversity.
Māori writers are converging this weekend at Te Wānanga o Aotearoa Porirua under
the mana of Ngāti Toa Rangatira. Our pou, Patricia Grace, Witi Ihimaera and Renée
Taylor, will uphold the space for many award-winning writers and new voices to

express their talents through wananga, free writing and presentations.
SOLD OUT

The Weavers National Hui is the flagship activity for Te Roopu Raranga Whatu o
Aotearoa. Māori weavers have gathered nationally since 1983 and the hui is a critical
opportunity for Te Roopu Raranga Whatu o Aotearoa members to renew, invigorate
and support their mahi and share in the prestige of raranga in Aotearoa today.
Registrations for the hui are still open: https://www.maoriart.org.nz/nwh-2019.html

Te Ātinga, 9th International Indigenous Artists Gathering
Pūhoro o Mua, Pūhoro Ki Tua
21 – 30 November 2019
Tūrangawaewae, Waikato
Te Ātinga is presenting the Ninth International Indigenous Artists Gathering this
coming November at Tūrangawaewae Marae, Ngaruawahia in Waikato. Over the
course of ten days, we see more than 120 indigenous artists from across the globe
and throughout Aotearoa New Zealand come together to make art, exchange in
visual arts knowledge and share in the legacy of their respective heritage arts
traditions. The Gathering will be supported by a special exhibition of their work at

Waikato Museum Te Whare Taonga o Waikato opening on Saturday 24 November.
The first such Gathering was at Apumoana Marae in Rotorua in 1995 and, now in its
24th year, this Gathering hosts a growing international indigenous artists network
that supports the ongoing artist exchanges between Toi Māori and the world. The
2019 Gathering: Pūhoro o Mua, Pūhoro Ki Tua involves workshops, panel
discussions and an open day at Tūrangawaewae marae on Thursday 28 November
which will enable visitors to meet the artists and view the art-making workshops
taking place at the marae.
https://www.teatinga.com/page/gatherings/

RECENT EVENTS
Toi Māori Aotearoa has developed, delivered and supported a range of activities in the last
quarter—here is an update on that work.

Ringa Toi – Student Exhibition 25 September – 4 October 2019

(Right)
Wi Taepa leads the taonga puoro workshop at the Ringa Toi exhibition, image credit: Pehia King

Toi Māori works in partnership with New Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA) to

engage renowned Māori artist with high achieving Māori Secondary School art
students.
Toi Māori Aotearoa also supports Ringa Toi, the annual NZQA-led student exhibition.
The exhibition showcases art work by secondary school students that engage with
toi Māori and achieved the standard of Excellence. The exhibition clearly
demonstrates the ongoing influence of raranga, kākahu, tukutuku, tāniko, whakairo,
kōwhaiwhai, mahi-tā (paint, print, spray), uku, whakapakoko (sculpture) and mahimatihiko (digital). Open day events included an uku taonga puoro workshop with Wi
Taepa for Māori art students from around the motu.
Ringa Toi is open to public from 8am to 6pm weekdays at the Asteron Centre
Building, 55 Featherston Street, Pipitea, Wellington until Friday 4 October. Entry is
free.
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/events/ringatoi/

Te Putanga Toi Arts Access Awards 2019
Toi Māori staff member, Pehia King, attended the Te Putanga Toi Arts Access
Awards on Wednesday 11th September 2019.
“I arrived at the Grand Hall at Parliament, where the awards are held each year, just
in time for the finger foods and drinks. While enjoying some cheese and crackers, I
met Kelly Tunui. He is a boisterous, stocky Māori guy and although cheerful, I could
tell by his āhua that he has experienced quite a lot in his fairly short life time.
After some whakawhanaungatanga and banter, he told me all about their play, That’s
What Friends Are For, and that The Hobson Street Theatre Company was made up
of a bunch of mates who had all been on the streets at one time or another and how
their interactive play is using theatre to give voice to the homeless. I didn’t realise at
the time but this play had awesome reviews and had already won the Spirit of the
Fringe Award at the 2019 Auckland Fringe Festival. Later that night they would be
presented with the Arts Access Creative New Zealand Community Arts Award! The
crowd cheered as they received their honour and they then charmed us all with a
short extract from the play, definitely making them a highlight of the evening. They're
also heading off to Rotterdam in March to perform in the ICAF Rotterdam! Ka rawe!
Other noteworthy award recipients were the Raukatauri Music Therapy Centre in
Auckland, started by Hinewehi Mohi and named after her daughter, and Arrin Clark,
Kaitiaki of Tikanga, Northland Region Corrections Facility, for transforming the site
into a Māori therapeutic community focused on rehabilitation and integrating
tikanga”.
Event coverage

Waiata Māori Music Awards - 13 September 2019
Clubs Hastings

Since 2008, Toi Māori Aotearoa has supported the Waiata Māori Music Awards, an
annual event that acknowledges achievements in Māori musical composition and
performance. This stunning event was enhanced by the work of Iwi Toi, a collective
of Ngāti Kahungunu artists based in Hastings, led by esteemed elder and former Te
Atinga member Sandy Adsett. Iwi Toi constructed display panels to present their art
works in support of the Māori musical art forms that were showcased. The 2019
awards nights was particularly special for the recognition given to Toi Māori Aotearoa
Chairman, Trevor Maxwell, as an Iconic Keeper of Tradition.
Waiata Māori Music Award Video Interview

Te Manawa o Te Whāriki Exhibition
6 July – 1 September 2019

Te Roopu Raranga Whatu o Aotearoa, The National Weavers of New Zealand along
with hosts Ngā Hua o te Rito and Waikato Museum - Te Whare Taonga o Waikato,
officially opened Te Manawa o Te Whāriki, The National Weavers Members
Exhibition on 6 July 2019. The preview of the exhibition was well attended by
weavers on 5 July 2019. The exhibition ran from 6 July until 1 September 2019 and
featured 33 weavers along with their fibre artworks.
This is the second exhibition that has been hosted at the Waikato Museum for
registered members of TRRWoA and has been organised and managed by current
committee member Ruth Port. This is a great opportunity for members to showcase
their works.

Launch of the Second Edition of Whatu Kākahu: Māori Cloaks
Te Papa Tongarewa, 16 August 2019

The committee of Te Roopu Raranga Whatu and the Toi Māori Aotearoa Board of
Trustees attended the launch of the second edition of the much coveted book, Whatu
Kākahu: Māori Cloaks edited by Awhina Tamarapa. The morning event was packed
and Rongomaraeroa was a vision of the finest examples of Māori weaving today.
Te Karere coverage of the launch
Be sure to get a copy of the book as the first edition sold out and high demand lead
to the publication of the latest edition.

Buy the book here

Annual Tribal Canoe Journeys Paddle to Lummi Nation

Toi Māori Aotearoa representatives, Piripi Taylor and Kevin Harrison produced
outstanding coverage of the Annual Tribal Canoe Journeys, which was regularly
delivered through Māori Television digital channels. Their blog, regular news updates
and interviews with First Nations tangata whenua provided valuable and
unprecedented insight into the importance of this annual event.
https://teaomaori.news/were-not-raising-children-were-raising-elders-tribal-canoejourneys-2019-grand-ronde
https://teaomaori.news/paddle-lummi-hundreds-converge-2019-tribal-canoejourneys-blog
https://teaomaori.news/toi-maori-aotearoa-reps-attend-2019-tribal-canoe-journeys-us
https://teaomaori.news/2019-tribal-canoe-journeys-what-protocol

Tā Moko: Māori Markings Exhibition Closing Event, 25 August 2019

Image: Amanda Copp, SBS News

Minister Nanaia Mahuta attended the closing of the successful Tā Moko: Māori
Markings exhibition at the National Gallery of Australia, Canberra on 25 August
2019.
Australian news media coverage drew attention to the Minister’s moko kauae and
her status as the first government minister to wear moko. ‘Its’ a symbol of who I
am,my identity and where I belong … and a place to stand in terms of my culture’,
she said.
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/australia-can-learn-from-nz-on-indigenous-recognitionsays-maori-development-minister
The Minister’s visit completed a very high profile project for Toi Māori Aotearoa and
Te Uhi ā Mataora in Australia and involved close collaboration and good relations

with the National Gallery of Australia's Curator Pacific Arts, Crispin Howarth.
See: https://www.maoriart.org.nz/m257ori-markings-t257-moko-exhibition.html

Pao Pao Pao wānanga programme, July – November 2019

Ngatapa Black holds a biennial series of wānanga to train emerging musicians in
professional musical skills. Three wānanga were held at Hoani Waititi marae and Te
Wharekura o Hoani Waititi in the last quarter and provided workshops in vocal
training, music production and one-on-one mentorship with stars of Māori music
today. Mentors included Maisey Rika, Rob Ruha, Seth Haapu, Tama Waipara, Te
Karehana Gardiner, Fran Kora, Ria Hall, Tyna Keelan who worked with fifteen up
and coming talents. The recent success of wānanga participant, Teeks, is testament
to the importance of this initiative.

Toi Māori Board of Trustees UPDATE

(Left to right)
Back: Garry Nicholas (General Manager), Derek Lardelli, James George, Robert Gabel.
Front: Wena Tait, Trevor Maxwell, Toni Huata (absent: Tracey Morgan).

We are pleased to announce the appointment of Trevor Horowaewae Maxwell
MNZN as Chairman of the Toi Māori Aotearoa Board.
Trevor is a founding member of Toi Māori Aotearoa (1996 - ) and served as Deputy
Chair under the leadership of Waana Morrell Davis from 1998-2019.
As an artist, Trevor is widely recognised for his contribution to kapa haka and service
as tutor and leader of Ngāti Rangiwewehi. He is a life-long member of Te Matatini
and was acknowledged with the Iconic Keeper of Tradition Award at the 2019 Waiata
Māori Music Awards.
Trevor also brings expert governance knowledge to the Toi Māori Aotearoa Board
having served forty-two years in local government with the Rotorua City Council
including the position of Deputy Mayor from 2002-2013. In 2004 Trevor was
recognised as a Member of New Zealand Order of Merit for his contribution to Māori
culture, art and local government. In 2018, Minister of Local Government, Nanaia
Mahuta, presented Trevor with the Excellence Award for Outstanding Contribution to
Local Government.
“I love working on behalf of Toi Māori Aotearoa and am honoured to have been
asked to continue the work of Waana Davis. My passion is kapa haka and I view the
work of Toi Māori Aotearoa in a similar light. Everyone has their part to play, from the
composers to the kaitataki, kai tautoko, the judges and the audience. I am always
thrilled when I see the kapa come together to perform as a whole and I bring this

excitement to my work as Chairman of the Board.”

Trevor Maxwell, Chairman

Derek Lardelli, Pūkonohi

Professor Derek Lardelli has been appointed to the newly created position of
Pūkonohi on the Toi Māori Aotearoa Board.
This role draws on Derek’s expertise in taonga tuku iho, taonga tuku rere, which will
be called upon to support the work of Toi Māori Aotearoa. Te Pūkonohi supports the
governance leadership of the Chairman and operates as the face of matters specific
to Toi Māori in the public realm.
We would also like to congratulate Derek for being awarded with an honorary
doctorate from the University of Waikato at a graduation ceremony on 3 May 2019:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a68SyohU-OE
Prominent musician, Toni Huata was also been appointed to the Board as an
Advisory Trustee at the 20 September 2019 meeting.

Toni Huata, Advisory Trustee

Stay in touch and up to date...
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